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Inclusion of the Table B, 1972 Ocean Plan toxic 

effluent limitations in current Board orders would be difficult 

to uphold. Effluent limitations should be placed in waste dis- 

charge requirements only when required by Water Quality Control 

Plans, applicable state and federal regulations or when there 

is evidence indicating the need for such limitations to protect 

the beneficial uses of the receiving waters or to'prevent nuisance. 

Inasmuch as the State Board superseded the Table B, 1972 Ocean 

Plan limitations because, in part, there was insufficient data 

to support their continued use, it is unlikely that the Regional 

Boards' record contains substantial evidence to support the 

continued use of Table B effluent limitations from the 1972 

Ocean Plan. 

In addition, even before the'adoption of the 1978 

Ocean Plan, the State Board opted to depart from the practice of 

including the Table B, 1972 Ocean Plan effluent limitations in 

waste discharge requirements for fresh water discharges upstream 

from the ocean in its Order No. WQ'78-7. In that case, the 

Department of Fish and Game alleged that effluent limitations 

for various toxic metals were not sufficiently stringent and 

requested the State Board to review waste discharge requirements 

issued by the Los Angeles Regional Board to the cities of 

Burbank and Thousand Oaks. In its Order, the State Board con- 

cluded that " . ..testing the quality of these discharges with a 

standard bioassay is a more direct'and practical approach for 

determing whether the discharges will protect the beneficial 

uses" rather than reliance upon separate effluent limitations for 

each individual toxicant. 
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Finally, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

is scheduled to promulgate regulations for this industry by 

March 31, 1979, establishing effluent limitations achievable 

by the best available technology economically achievable (BAT). 

These regulations must include effluent limitations for any 

of the 65 toxic substances for which Congress has required that 

EPA develop guidelines if those substances are present in this 

industry's wastewaters. Industry must comply with these toxic 

effluent limitations by July 1, 1984. Because of the difficulty 

in predicting what BAT toxic effluent limitations will be, the 

EPA and the State Board are recommending that, when possible, 

requirements prescribing specific toxic effluent limitations be 

avoided and also that reissued waste discharge requirements be 

set to expire eighteen months after the date of promulgating 

BAT guidelines for a particular industry. 

II. CONCLUSIONS 

After consideration of this matter, we conclude 

that Order No. 76-132 should be remanded to the Regional Board 

for modifications consistent with the preceeding discussion. 



III. ORDER 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that 

remanded to the California Regional 

Order No, 76-132 is 

Water Quality Control Board, 

Los Angeles Region for modifications consistent with this Order. 

Dated: 'AN 251979 
AB$Epx/;~ 

John E. Bryson, Chairman 

e . Mitchell, Member 
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